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used. He has observed its action in a case of tuberculous 
meningitis, where the sleep produced was refreshing 
and strengthening; he considers this drug especially 
valuable in irritative conditions of the brain. It can be 
given fearlessly without regard to either heart or lung 
disease. As an anodyne the remedy possesses no virtue. 
As for urethran, hypnone, and cannabin tannate, their 
action is uncertain. B. M. 

TREATMENT OF CHOREA IN THE PARIS 
HOSPITALS. 

Dr. Baudoin made an extensive inquiry into the treat¬ 
ment of chorea as carried on in the various hospitals of 
Paris, and published his results in “ Semaine Medicale,” 
1891, No. 13. 

Germain Sde has obtained the best results in ordinary 
cases with antipyrine and arsenic. If there existed any 
rheumatic taint, he combined the antipyrine with the 
salicylate of soda. In cardiac cases Prof. See recom¬ 
mends chloral and hydrotherapy, associated with iodide 
of potassium, and especially iodide of calcium. Sulphur 
baths are also recommended. Dr. Gilbert Ballet abstains 
from all medication in the majority of cases, on the 
ground that the tendency of chorea is toward recovery. 
He absolutely discards antipyrine. In severe cases, ar¬ 
senic or Fowler’s solution may be given, from six to ten 
drops daily. The tonics and iron are very beneficial in 
anaemic cases. In intense cases spraying the vertebral 
column with ether may be resorted to. As to the bro¬ 
mides, they are only indicated in cases complicated with 
psychical troubles. Good hygiene, nourishing food, ab¬ 
sence of fatigue, exercise in the open air—these are the 
best agents to prescribe. 

Dr. Dejerine considers special medication useless in 
children. He advises tonics, along with massage, salt 
baths, Swedish movement, and, above all, good hygiene. 

Dr. Joffroy lays considerable stress on rest and sleep 
in the mild cases, and gives chloral hydrate, sixteen to 
twenty-five grains after each meal to accomplish this. 
During waking hours all excitement, physical and men¬ 
tal fatigue should be avoided. In severe cases antipyrine 
is ineffective, and recourse must be had to the moist sheet, 
used twice daily. 

Dr. Albert Robin has had the best success with anti¬ 
pyrine, giving as high as thirty-two grains daily, divided 
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in four equal parts with four grains of the bicarbonate of 
soda added. After eight to ten days he substitutes the 
arsenate of soda for the antipyrine. 

Dr. Raymond believes that there are only two effica¬ 
cious remedies—antipyrine and chloral. Acetanilide has 
been used successfully in a few cases. 

Dr. Luys uses, perhaps, the simplest treatment. Iiis 
agents are “transfert,” with rotary mirrors. 

Dr. Sevestre gives preference to antipyrine. He be¬ 
gins with sixteen to thirty-two grains daily, and increases 
to forty-eight to sixty-four daily. At the same time he 
administers arsenic, either as Fowler’s solution, six to 
twelve drops daily, or the arsenate of soda. It is neces¬ 
sary to avoid all excitement, and if convenient to isolate 
the patient. 

Dr. Ollivier advises, in the first place, massage, and is 
well satisfied with the results obtained. He prescribes 
iron, arsenic, and hydrotherapy, according to the case in 
question. 

Dr. d’Heilly insists upon hygiene, tonics, and pro¬ 
longed sleep. In mild cases he prescribes arsenic, iron, 
bitter tonics, and baths. In severe cases he thinks anti¬ 
pyrine and chloral succeed best. 

Dr. Legroux has had excellent results with antipyrine, 
and gives from thirty to sixty grains daily. In those cases 
associated with hysteria he administers the bromide of 
potassium, thirty to sixty grains daily, and the cold shower 
bath. 

Dr. Jules Simon’s plan of treatment is as follows: For 
the first few days the patient should be kept in bed, should 
be blistered along the spine, and be given aconite or 
conium; after two weeks the patient may arise, and then 
the antipyrine treatment is begun, sixteen to eighty 
grains daily for several weeks. After this, regular exer¬ 
cise, with iron, baths, etc., should be resorted to. 

W. C. K. 

THE SUBCUTANEOUS USE OF SALT SOLUTION 
IN CASES OF INSANITY. 

At a meeting of the German Psychiatric Society held 
at Karlsruhe, November 7, 1891, Dr. George Ilberg read 
a paper on this subject. He experimented with the sub¬ 
cutaneous injection of 0.75 of salt solution in cases of 
insanity, where there was persistent refusal of food and 
threatened exhaustion. 500 to 700 ccm. of this solution, 



